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ancestors began to go from India to Trinidad about 
hundred years ago. I was born in 1932 in a small 
country town called chaguanas, a mile or two inland 
from the Gulf of Paria, in the house my grandfather 
had built in 1920. Chaguanas was mainly an 
Indian settlement. Hindu and Muslim festivals were 
celebrated, Hindi (or its Bhojpuri variant) was the first 
language I heard.’’
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‘‘Gayatri Saraf’s prose is 
simple, unpretentious and 
what distinguishes her most 
from her contemporaries is 
her use of the colloquial western Odishan dialect.’’ 
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  : ‘‘Pari! There’s a diary in my 
suitcase inside the wardrobe. There’s an envelope 
for you. Open it on the day I breathe my last. Remem-
ber not to open it before or after, but on the day I die, 
before my dead body is carried out of the house.’’  
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